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Anton Chekhov (1860-1904) AN
IMPRESSION IT may be more than mere
accident that in the history of modern
literature so many men of talent have
turned from the practice of medicine to the
profession of letters. The physicians office
is largely a place of confession and his
mind a focus gathering the light of human
experiences from every angle. These, if he
is a man of imagination as well as of
science, he is prompted to reflect through
the lens of fiction. Though Anton Chekhov
was a physician by training, (having been
graduated from the Moscow University in
1884, at the age of twenty-four) he was a
writer by preference. The wide knowledge
gained from his medical studies and
practice, coupled with the fact that his
father was a peasant by birth and a city
shop-keeper by occupation, must have
contributed in great measure to the wide
scope of his art. American readers are by
this time fairly well acquainted with
Chekhov as a writer of many-sided
interests and the possessor of a style that
has been called the best since de
Maupassant. One phase of the great
Russian swork, however, has thus far been
largely neglected; his humorous vein. This
is all the more surprising because the
Chekhov of the humorous tales naturally
prompts comparison with our own 0.
Henry, although it would be unfair to both
writers to extend the comparison too far.
Many of the tales of Chekhov, in their
technique, resemble an unframed picture,
the boundless wastes of the Russian steppe
in miniature, while 0.(Typographical errors
above are due to OCR software and dont
occur in the book.)About the Publisher
Forgotten Books is a publisher of historical
writings, such as: Philosophy, Classics,
Science, Religion, History, Folklore and
Mythology.Forgotten Books Classic
Reprint Series utilizes the latest technology
to regenerate facsimiles of historically
important writings. Careful attention has
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